
Navigating the UK Unmarried Partner Visa: A 

Comprehensive Guide 

Are you planning to move to the United Kingdom to live with your partner, but you’re not married 

yet? Don’t worry; there’s still a pathway for you to reunite through the UK Unmarried Partner 

Visa. This visa option allows unmarried partners of British citizens or settled persons in the UK 

to join them and build a life together. Let’s delve into the details to understand this process 

better. 

Understanding the UK Unmarried Partner Visa: 

The UK Unmarried Partner Visa, also known as the UK De Facto Visa, is designed for couples 

who have been living together in a relationship akin to marriage for at least two years. This visa 

permits the non-British partner to live and work in the UK for an initial period of 30 months, with 

the option to extend it for another 30 months. 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-unmarried-partner-visa/9.html
https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-unmarried-partner-visa/9.html


 

Eligibility Criteria: 

To qualify for the UK Unmarried Partner Visa, several eligibility criteria must be met: 

1. Proof of Relationship: You must provide substantial evidence of your relationship, such 

as joint bank accounts, shared tenancy agreements, or correspondence addressed to 

both partners at the same address. 

2. Financial Requirement: The British partner must demonstrate that they can financially 

support their partner without recourse to public funds. 

3. Accommodation: You must have suitable accommodation for you and your partner, 

adhering to UK standards. 

4. English Language Proficiency: Depending on your nationality, you may need to prove 

your proficiency in the English language. 

Application Process: 

The application process for the UK Unmarried Partner Visa involves several steps: 

1. Online Application: Begin by filling out the online application form on the UK 

government’s official website. 

2. Biometric Appointment: Both partners will need to attend a biometric appointment to 

provide fingerprints and a photograph. 

3. Submission of Documents: Compile all necessary documents, including proof of 

relationship, financial stability, accommodation, and English language proficiency. 

4. Decision: Once the application is submitted, it will be processed, and you will be notified 

of the decision. 

Tips for a Successful Application: 

● Thorough Documentation: Ensure all required documents are organized and presented 

clearly to support your application. 

● Financial Preparation: Have a clear understanding of the financial requirements and 

provide sufficient evidence of financial stability. 

● Seek Professional Advice: Consider seeking advice from immigration experts or 

solicitors to navigate the complexities of the visa application process. 

 

 



 

Conclusion: 

The UK Unmarried Partner Visa offers a viable option for couples who are not yet married but 

wish to live together in the UK. By meeting the eligibility criteria and following the application 

process diligently, you can pave the way for a successful reunion with your partner in the United 

Kingdom. Remember to gather all necessary documents, demonstrate the genuineness of your 

relationship, and approach the process with patience and diligence. With careful preparation 

and perseverance, you can embark on your journey to building a life together in the UK. 
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